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Philosophy 
In the Nursery and Reception classes the children are cared for and provided with a stimulating and 
challenging environment to try to give them the best possible start to their career at Hampstead Hill 
School. In partnership with the family and carers we enable them to begin the process of becoming 
active learners for life. We provide opportunities for indoor and outdoor learning which enriches 
understanding and inspires awe and wonder of the world.  

This policy links with the Every Child Matters agenda, in that every child has a right to grow up safe, 
healthy, enjoying and achieving, making a positive contribution and achieving economic well-being.  

Introduction  
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of their Reception 
Year. In our school children can join us anytime from the age of two.  Compulsory schooling begins 
at the start of the term after a child’s fifth birthday. Reception Year is acknowledged as the start of 
Primary School. 

 Key Stage 1 curriculum begins for our children at the start of Year 1. The EYFS is important in its own 
right, and in preparing children for later learning. The Early Learning Goals set out what is expected 
of most children by the end of the EYFS 

The Early Years education we offer our children is based on the following principles:  

• it builds on what our children already know and can do;  
• it ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged;  
• it offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the 

needs of young children and activity that provides opportunities for learning both indoors 
and outdoors;  

• it provides a rich and stimulating environment.  
• It enables children to make an effective transition from home to school.  

EYFS Principles  
Effective practice in the EYFS is built on the following four guided themes, which are broken down 
into four commitments describing how the commitments can be put into practice.  

• every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self-assured;  

• children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships;  
• children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences 

respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between 
practitioners and parents and/or carers; and  

• children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. The framework 
covers the education and care of all children in early years provision, including children 
with special educational needs and disabilities. 
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Teaching and learning style  
Our policy on Teaching and Learning defines the features of effective teaching and learning in our 
school. These features apply to teaching and learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage just as 
much as they do to the teaching in Key Stage 2. It includes whole class teaching, working with small 
groups or individuals and on-going observations.  

The more general features of good practice in our school that relate to the Early Years Foundation 
Stage are:  

• The partnership between teachers and parents, so that our children feel secure at school 
and develop a sense of well-being and achievement;  

• The understanding that teachers have of how children develop and learn, and how this 
affects their teaching; we start from the child and his/her needs and plan the learning linked 
to our assessments and observations.  

• The range of approaches used that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, 
make appropriate interventions and extend and develop play and talk or other means of 
communication; we believe that children learn through active, hands-on experiences both in 
and outside of the classroom.  

• The development of outdoor space where children can engage in our conservation 
curriculum and take part in forest-school style activities. The natural resources and willow 
castle in our meadow area provide a stimulating environment for imaginative play. 

• The carefully planned curriculum that helps children achieve the Early Learning Goals by the 
end of the Early Years Foundation Stage;  

• The provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests 
and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities;  

• Involvement of parents with the curriculum through parental talks/visits and the 
opportunity for them to contribute to their child’s Tapestry profile. Parents are encouraged 
to talk about their cultural experiences and share their knowledge of a range of festivities 
throughout the year.  

• The encouragement of children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to 
develop independence and self-management. This has been developed with the 
introduction of mindfulness and P4C strategies encouraging self-expression and 
independent thinking.  

• The support for learning with appropriate and accessible indoor and outdoor space, facilities 
and equipment;  

• Introduction of ICT skills in Early Years classes through use of child computers/equipment, 
online safety talks and use of Teacher ipads and laptops. From Pre-Reception upwards, we 
have now installed interactive whiteboards so children can learn through interactive 
handwriting and phonics programmes and teachers can use stimuli as hooks for the lesson. 
Children are introduced to writing on the IWB, moving images and exploring 2D/3D shapes. 
They also follow exercise classes and are inspired by a range of P4C prompts to facilitate 
independent thinking and reasoning. 

• The identification of the progress and future learning needs of children through ‘Assessment 
for Learning’ of children through a record of observations on Tapestry, which is shared with 
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parents. Parents can also contribute to the learning journal and share special milestones of 
their child’s development;  

• The good relationships between our school and the settings that our children experience 
prior to joining our school;   

• The clear aims and success criteria for our work, and the regular monitoring to evaluate our 
planning and improve what we do including fortnightly lower school meetings for each year 
group;  

• The regular identification of training needs of all adults working within the Early Years 
Foundation Stage using the Performance Management system to inform this.  

Play in the Early Years Foundation Stage  
Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of 
the world. They practise and build up ideas and learn how to self-regulate and understand the need 
for rules. Children are given the opportunities to explore and discover within a safe and supported 
environment.  Play underpins the delivery of the Early Years Foundation stage curriculum.  

The children have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their 
own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. They express fears or 
re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.  The children are involved with both 
group and individual play, some initiated by adults, some by the children.  They learn through being 
active learners working with a wide range of resources.  Through play children will develop 
intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally.  It gives children the opportunity to 
take risks and make mistakes.  

Inclusion in the Early Years Foundation Stage  
In our school we believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to 
achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when 
planning for their learning (see our policy on school inclusion). 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the 
needs of our children, so that most achieve the Early Learning Goals by the end of the stage.  

Some children progress beyond this point. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys 
and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with 
disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different ethnic groups and 
those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.  

We meet the needs of all our children through:  

• Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and 
interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence;  

• Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs;  
• Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them 

to learn effectively;   
• Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all 

children is valued;  
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• Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping;  
• Planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance 

of their language and communication skills;  
• Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary. This 

involves speech therapy for some of our children.  
• The school employs a full time Senco to ensure that pupils needing extra help receive the 

support that they need to cope with identified additional needs. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum  
The curriculum for the Early Years Foundation Stage in our school reflects the areas of learning 
identified in the Early Learning Goals. The Early Learning goals that cover the knowledge, skills and 
understanding which the children should acquire by the end of the Reception year, the educational 
programmes covering the matters, skills and processes taught and finally the assessment 
arrangements to ascertain their achievements.    

The seven areas of learning include:   

o Communication and language development  
o Physical development 
o Personal, social, and emotional development 
o Literacy development 
o Mathematics 
o Understanding the world 
o Expressive arts and design 

 

The experiences that our children meet often enable them to develop a number of competencies, 
skills and concepts across several areas of learning. There is a focus on strengthening language and 
vocabulary in line with the revised EYFS. We ensure that key vocabulary is always displayed and that 
the children are exposed to clearly modelled, excellent English language skills. Alongside this, we 
ensure that children’s home languages are celebrated and teachers introduce new greetings during 
circle time and line up time. The child’s experience is central to each practitioner’s thinking. None of 
the areas of learning can be delivered in isolation from the others, they are equally important and 
depend upon each other to support a rounded approach to the development of each child. The 
practitioners are responsive to the needs of the children and regularly adapt the planning to cater 
for the children’s interests and key areas for development.  

The Early Learning Goals are in line with the objectives in the National Literacy Strategy and the 
National Numeracy Strategy. By the end of the Reception year in our school, children have a daily 
mathematics lesson and a literacy session. Teachers initially address the requirements in a flexible 
way but, as part of the smooth transition to Key Stage 1, they put the more structured literacy and 
mathematics sessions into operation by the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage. We have 
developed the ‘Understanding the World’ and ‘PSED’ strands by introducing new plants and animals 
to our site. We now have rabbits in the meadow area, a range of fruit trees and other plants and we 
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have a visit from a therapy dog each term. These experiences bring the curriculum to life, enable 
children to learn how to nurture and care for living things and experience a sense of awe and 
wonder in the world.  

The Early Learning Goals provide the basis for planning throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage. 
Our medium-term planning is completed half-termly and identifies the intended learning, with 
outcomes, for children working towards the Early Learning Goals, and for those more able children 
working towards Levels 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum.  The weekly short-term planning consists 
of skills sheets for the six areas of learning with focussed tasks and assessments.  

Assessment  
We make regular assessments of children’s learning, and we use this information to ensure that 
future planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage is ongoing 
and is an integral part of the learning and development process.  The staff make systematic 
observations and assessments of each child’s achievements, interests and learning styles. Staff use 
an online platform called ‘Tapestry’ to document observations and share them with parents and 
carers.  The observations and assessments are used to identify learning priorities and plan the next 
stages in the learning experiences for the child.  The observations are then matched to the early 
learning goals and are recorded as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile, this may take the 
form of photographs, examples of work or observations.   

During the children’s first half-term in the Reception class, the teacher assesses the ability of each 
child using a school designed initial assessment sheet. The results are analysed and we then use 
them to identify patterns of attainment within the cohort of children.  Targets are set for each child 
to work towards.  We use this information to modify the teaching programme for individual children 
and groups of children.  

The teacher completes the initial assessment again halfway through the child’s Reception year to 
monitor and measure progress.  We share this information with parents as part of the annual School 
Report alongside of the results of the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile.  

Each teacher uses the school's pupil monitoring and performance software to keep a profile on each 
child with examples of each child’s work in all areas of learning.  Photos evidencing this performance 
are kept on secure laptops and in folders as photos. These folders contain a wide range of evidence 
that we share with parents at each parental consultation meeting and inform our judgements in the 
end of year reports. Parents also receive their child's Learning Journey via Tapestry. 

Parents receive an annual report that offers brief comments on each child’s progress in each area of 
learning. It highlights the child’s strengths and development needs and gives details of the child’s 
general progress. We complete these in July and send them to parents in early July each year.  
Targets are set for the transfer to Year 1 and are shared with both new staff and parents.  

The role of parents  

We believe that all parents have an important role to play in the education of their child. Parents are 
made to feel welcome and valued in their dealings with all members of staff.  We recognise the role 
that parents have played, and their future role, in educating the children. We do this through:  
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• Talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school;  
• The children have the opportunity to spend time with their teacher before starting school;  
• Offering parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress in our Nursery and 

Reception classes;  
• Encouraging parents to talk to the child’s teacher if there are any concerns. If needed a 

meeting will be set up between the staff and parent/carer so that any issues can be resolved 
quickly.  There is a formal meeting for parents in the Spring term at which the teacher and 
the parent discuss the child’s progress in private with the teacher. Parents receive a report 
on their child’s attainment and progress at the end of each school year;  

• Having flexible admission arrangements that enable children and parents to become secure, 
and by allowing time to discuss each child’s circumstances;  

• Arranging for children to start school over the first three weeks of term. We stagger the 
starting time of each child over this period, so that the teacher can welcome each child 
individually into our school. We encourage parents to stay if there are problems with the 
child’s admission;  

• Offering a range of activities that support the involvement of parents. There is regular 
communication with home through the child’s Reading Record diary.  

Resources  
We plan a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that encourages a positive attitude to 
learning. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the community that the children come 
from and the wider world. As we strive to become London’s leading eco school, we try to use 
natural, biodegradeable resources as far as possible. We encourage the children to make their own 
selection of the activities on offer, as we believe that this encourages independent learning. We also 
build in structures to the day that change during the school year as we move towards the needs of 
the Literacy and Numeracy sessions and the smooth transfer to year 1.  

The school has drawn up EYFS teacher's Standards to ensure that the EYFS curriculum is fully 
incorporated into the assessment of staff. 

Inclusion 
We value all our children as individuals at Hampstead Hill, irrespective of their ethnicity, 
culture, religion, home language, background, ability or gender. We plan a curriculum that 
meets the needs of the individual child and supports them at their own pace so that our 
children achieve and even exceed the Early Learning Goals. We strongly believe that early 
identification of children with additional needs is crucial in enabling us to give the child the 
support that they need and in doing so, work closely with parents and outside agencies. 
Transitions are also carefully planned to assist and enable pupils to smoothly progress to the 
next stage of their learning.  

Links to other policies: 
- Behaviour Policy 
- Special Educational Needs Policy 



Hampstead Hill School 
 

Respect. Kindness. Community. Curiosity. Conservation. 
 

 8 

- Pastoral Care Policy 

Dates Reviewed September 2016 
September 2017 
September 2018  
September 2019 
September 2020 
September 2021 
January 2022 

Next Review  January 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


